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“The Third Trial of O. J. Simpson and Your Date in Court”

Sermon 13

I. Illus: Without question it was the most sensational trial this century has ever witnessed in the United States: the trial of Orenthal James Simpson v. the State of California.

I. And what was so utterly bizarre was that this trial would turn out to be only the first of a string of trials--and it is the third trial that tonight compels us to review the first trial.
I. O. J. Simpson--or, as the world of sports fans admiringly called him--OJ--(the American initials for our morning drink of “orange juice”)--”The Juice” they had affectionately called him--the celebrated football star running back for the Buffalo Bills--turned movie star, turned sports commentator, turned commercial spokesman for Hertz Rental Cars.
I. O. J. Simpson--who before the gaping, gawking eyes of the world’s television cameras was handcuffed, finger-printed and booked in June, 1994, on suspicion of first degree homicide in the murders of his ex-wife Nicole Brown and a restaurant employee named Ronald Goldman.
I. O. J. Simpson--who with a gun pointed to his own head led the police of Los Angeles County on that surreal almost slow motion, slow-speed chase down the LA freeway.
I. O. J. Simpson--whose infamous grin and well-manicured face and well-dressed body appeared non-stop (literally!) on American television (and I have a feeling on television sets all over this planet) for one year and four months--June, 1994, to October, 1995.
I. And just when we thought it was over, we found it had only begun!
I. Without a doubt his first trial was the most notorious and celebrated criminal case discussed anywhere in this world in recent memory!
I. Certainly it goes down in American judicial record books as the most intensively covered court case in the history of our nation.
I. Perhaps the most bizarre of court cases as well.
I. And they all--for a very long while--became household names in America:

I. Judge--Lance Ito.

I. Prosecutors--Marcia Clark and Christopher Darden.

I. Defense Attorneys--Johnnie Cochran, F. Lee Bailey and Robert Shapiro.
I. But the three names America will never, can never forget are the defendant O. J. Simpson, and the two murder victims--Nicole Brown Simpson and Ronald Goldman, whose knife slashed bodies were found outside Nicole Brown’s apartment that fateful midnight, June 12, 1994.

I. By the time the “Trial of the Century” was over, over 45,000 pages of transcripted evidence had been amassed during the twelve months.

I. With hundreds and hundreds of evidentiary samples and exhibits filling the judicial shelves, the top legal guns of the nation battled in Judge Ito's courtroom, finally delivering their closing arguments passionately delivered on September 28, 1995.
I. And then the case rested . . . in the hands of ten women and two men, the jury.

I. And O. J. Simpson, the most well-known athlete in the history of professional sports, awaited the verdict.

I. At 10:06 a.m. (PDT) on Tuesday, October 2, 1995, the court clerk read their decision to a breathlessly viewing world: “We the jury in the above entitled action, find the defendant, ... not guilty of the crime of murder upon Nicole Brown Simpson a human being...”

I. And ever since that day all of America has debated the validity of that verdict: Not Guilty.
I. It would have been bizarre enough had the case closed on that Tuesday.
I. But no sooner had the ink dried on their verdict than a civil suit was filed by the families of the victims.
I. And before long we the intense media control and coverage had drawn us all back into the O. J. Simpson story.

I. And months later, another jury in another California courtroom returned another verdict: GUILTY.
I. And once again this nation reverberated with passionate debate.
I. As the incomprehensible became utterly incongruous--the same man tried by two separate courts, two separate juries, two separate legal teams--the same man for the same charges received two opposite verdicts--NOT GUILTY and GUILTY.
I. So which is it?
I. The world will never know, until......
I. Illus: And for this “until” I turn to the book authored by Christopher Darden, one of the prosecuting team in the infamous first trial that tried to secure a “guilty” verdict--his book,  In Contempt.  

In this book, Darden hints at a most provocative truth with these words:

“I never got a chance, of course, to cross-examine him. [Simply because OJ Simpson never took the stand in his first trial, thus preempting examination.] And as I stood in the hallway, waiting for an elevator [after the verdict was announced], I didn’t want to [deal with him] anymore....I [just] wanted to tell him that there was another court that would hear his case one day, where there will be no need for DNA, gloves, or Akitas, and the only witnesses will be the eyewitnesses, Ron Goldman and Nicole Brown.”
II. Mr. Darden is right--because there is a day coming when O. J. Simpson will stand before an infallible jury--and lest we feel smug about the verdict of his case--let me hasten to add what Mr. Darden doesn’t–that according to this Book we shall all be standing before that same jury--and all of us gathered in this place today will receive a verdict--FOR WE ALL HAVE A DATE IN COURT.

II. And that date is much sooner than we ever thought!

II. For the next few moments let us explore together one of the most neglected but one of the most urgent subjects in the Bible.

II. And that is the truth of God that every member of the human race must stand before the Judge of the universe--and must do so BEFORE Jesus Christ returns to this earth!
II. Now, many people believe that there is some sort of celestial judgment that takes place some time in the distant future.

II. But how shocked they are to discover, under careful examination and scrutiny of the scriptural evidence, that that celestial judgment is not slated to take place in the dim and distant future: According to what you’re about to read, the great divine judgment has already begun and the human race is already being arraigned before the judgment bar!
II. I invite you to examine the evidence for yourself.

III. First, let us note the incontrovertible evidence that there is a judgment and court date for every member of the human race, OJ and you and me.
III. Ecclesiastes 12: 13,14 (p 647)
III. Let me give you life’s greatest credo, writes the sad and embittered king  whose foolish and foolhardy passions have dissipated his life forces away.

III. Solomon who began his career and reign with such promise and purity, now scrawls his last will and testament from a heart scarred and crusted by his careless abandonment of his friendship with God.

III. “What a man sows, he shall reap”--the inevitable law of life proved sadly true for even wise King Solomon.

III. But all is not lost.

III. And in a final testament and testimony, the repentant aging king sums up all he has learned about truth.

III. “Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter”--this is it, GenXer, this is it Baby Boomer, this is senior citizen, this it aging heart--life’s final summation--reread vv. 13,14.
III. “Pursue God with a passion--for He is the One before Whom you will stand in the final judgment.”

III. Which is precisely Jesus’ own point in Matthew 12:36,37 (p 946)
III. Which is precisely Paul’s point in I Corinthians 4:4,5 (p 1101)
III. And just to make certain we understood the deep significance of  what he wrote, Paul repeats himself even more dramatically in II Corinthians 5:10 (p 1114) 
III. Illus: On one occasion Paul was invited to address a large gathering of the intellectuals and academic elites in the great city of Athens.

III. They had heard of some of the strange notions this Roman Jew was bringing to their pinnacled city, and curious enough, they invited Paul to stand before the philosophers and poets of Athens.

III. It was a masterful address, and the stoics and the philosophers were breathless in their attention.

III. But even this gathering of the intellectually erudite did not intimidate Paul from telling the truth about the impending judgment of the human race.

III. Read for yourself how he wove it into his Areopagus address here in Acts 17:22,30,31 (p 1072).
III. God has appointed a DAY in which He will judge the world!
III. I.e., Athenian intellectuals--there is more to life than splitting philosophical hairs--life must consist of preparing to stand before the divine court!
III. Illus: Paul was fearless with that truth--on another occasion he waxed just as eloquently--only this time he is shackled by the chains of a prisoner--and today he stands before Governor Felix--but again Paul is not intimidated by intellectual prowess or political power--and here in Acts 24:24,25 (p 1080) Paul pointedly articulates the somber and sobering reality of our human appointment in the divine courtroom!
III. Mark it well, ladies and gentlemen: BOTH the OLD TESTAMENT AND the NEW TESTAMENT ARE INCONTROVERTIBLY CLEAR: THERE IS A JUDGMENT DAY THAT HAS BEEN SCHEDULED FOR THE HUMAN RACE--AND EVERY MAN, WOMAN AND CHILD WILL STAND WITH O.J. BEFORE THAT BAR.

IV. And on what basis shall we all be judged?

IV. Illus: Read with me now an actual physical description of the courtroom that contains a word about how the evidentiary materials will be presented!
IV. Daniel 7:9,10 (p 864)
IV. Illus: Note that God is portrayed with white hair.

IV. The Ancient of Days--because the oriental mind long ago and even today attributed honor and wisdom and respect to those in their midst who were aged.

IV. Illus: The western world could take a very important lesson from that ancient custom.

IV. In this Pepsi generation where MTV youthfulness reigns supreme and old age is a curse that is relegated to old folk’s homes, we would do well to revere the aged and respect the accumulated wisdom that their sage minds have collected.

IV. God really isn’t an old man--but He is portrayed as One who is the fount of Wisdom and Age.
IV. Illus: Note the stream of fire that issues forth from God’s throne.

IV. Illus: Have you ever watched the television clips of a live and erupting volcano?  I’m sure you have.

IV. Illus: We have one such volcano on the Hawaiian Islands called Kiloueia, and I have watched the spectacular night show that this volcano puts on, as its fiery orange lava spills down the scarred black slopes of that mountain, like a molten splashing river, hungrily devouring everything in its searing, steaming pathway.
IV. Daniel is shown the throne room of God and he witnesses just such a flaming river of yellow fire!

IV. Please note, ladies and gentlemen, that in the divine courtroom of judgment the evidentiary materials are described as “books.”
IV. Illus: It has been estimated that the average person speaks enough words in one week to fill a book of 320 pages!  (The way some of us talk you probably could double that number!)

IV. Apparently, heaven keeps a very accurate record of our lives through the use of “books.”
IV. Illus: Remember Jesus’ words we read a moment ago?  “I tell you, on the day of judgment, you will have to give an account for every careless word you utter; for by your words you will be justified, and by your words you will be condemned.”

IV. Somebody’s keeping a record of every word I speak and every deed I do!
IV. Illus: Now it could be that were Daniel writing today, he would have chosen to use the words--”And the court sat in judgment and the computer disks were opened” or “and the video tapes were played.”
IV. Illus: I really shouldn’t feel nervous about them, but do you like me find yourself staring at those surveillance cameras they keep in banks and 24-hour cash machines and drugstores in our country?  A sad commentary on the times in which we live, aren’t they--since they exist for one purpose --the apprehension of persons engaged in criminal acts.
IV. Surveillance cameras, video tapes, computer disks, books--THE POINT OF THE BIBLE REFERRING TO THESE “BOOKS” is that God wants us all to know that an infallible, indelible record is being kept on every human life on this planet.
IV. Which isn’t such bad news after all, when you consider the rampant injustice that goes on sometimes in politics.

IV. You may never get a fair hearing in this life from people who have treated you unjustly and have twisted the law or broken the rules in their favor against your innocence and your rights.

IV. But never mind--because there is being kept in the courtroom above an infallible record that will SET THE RECORD STRAIGHT for eternity one day soon!
IV. Auschwitz, Dachau, Kampachea–the dreaded killing fields of the world--don’t you suppose there are millions of people who long for the record to be set straight and justice to be meted out?
IV. Illus: Christopher Darden’s line to OJ is absolutely true--whether or not OJ Simpson is guilty or innocent--how did he put it:

“I wanted to tell him that there was another court that would hear his case one day, where there will be no need for DNA [or] gloves..., and the only witnesses will be the eyewitnesses, Ron Goldman and Nicole Brown.”

IV. Whether we are innocent or guilty, there will be one last court of appeal--read Daniel 7:10--”And the court sat in judgment and the books were opened.”

IV. Could it be true that some of us might decide to live a bit differently tonight, knowing that one day we shall have to face the infallible records of our own lives? 
IV. Illus: But you say, Hey wait a minute--that isn’t fair for God to judge us on the basis of our works and words--isn’t that a legalistic and unloving way for Him to treat His friends?

IV. That’s a fair question.

IV. But consider the alternative.

IV. Illus: Sakae Kubo, who used to teach here at Andrews University, has written:

“Let us consider what it would mean if the judgment were not based on works.  By what would God judge us--our skin, our race, our social class, our education, our looks, our talents, our strength, our membership in the church, our mere profession of Christ?  God can judge us only by our works--good or bad.”  (Your Summons to Court p 20)

IV. He simply has no other choice--He isn’t being legalistic--He is being logical.

IV. He’s being FAIR--let the record speak for itself.

IV. Oh--and by the way--by what standard shall the record of our lives be judged?  What is the standard of judgment for that courtroom above?
IV. That too is a fair question--and one whose answer we would do well to know, if we would live our lives in ready expectancy of the cosmic judgment just ahead.

IV. The Bible answers our question in James 2:12 (p 1159)

IV. And what is this “law of liberty” that James speaks of?  Read vv. 10,11.

IV. Of what law is James here speaking?  Why of course--the law that contains the commandments “You shall not murder” and “You shall not commit adultery.”  And what law is that?  We all recognize it as God’s eternal TEN COMMANDMENTS.
IV. Please mark that reality in your mind--you and I shall be judged before God by the judicial standard of the TEN COMMANDMENTS--all TEN of the Ten Commandments.
IV. You see, there are some people who try to excuse themselves by saying: “Oh, I know the Ten Commandments speak about ‘You shall not bear false witness,’ but there are times when it’s more profitable for me to tell a lie once in a while--my business depends on it, my career is enhanced by it, and so a prevarication now and then won’t hurt anybody.”
IV. You’re right--maybe it will hurt nobody--but James is unflinchingly honest with you and me in his declaration that in the judgment our infractions and our disobediences will in fact hurt ourselves permanently!
IV. Some people say, “Hey, what difference does it make which day I worship on--the 4th commandment doesn’t HAVE to be obeyed does it--’Remember the 7th day to keep it holy’--why for me, it’s more convenient on another day besides God’s Day--surely He’ll understand!”

IV. Illus: Jesus Christ Himself declared in Matthew 7:21 [on screen]--”Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father in heaven.”
IV. A mere profession of Christ and Christianity will save no one!

IV. John 14:15 - “If you love Me,” Jesus said, “keep My commandments!”
IV. Obedience is always the hallmark of genuine love and trust.
IV. Illus: You know, when I fell in love with my wife--and we pledged at the marriage altar, “For better or for worse”--I had no idea that that included learning a whole new way of taking your clothes off!
IV. All my life I had been used to just ripping the socks off and leaving them inside out--and that included my T-shirts.

IV. But oh no, Karen comes along and tells me there is a whole new way of taking socks off--and that is you turn them right-side out once you’ve gotten them off--or if it’s a T-shirt, you carefully remove it so it remains right-side out!

IV. Well, I could’ve told her to forget it--I’LL DO IT MY WAY!

IV. (In fact I did for a while--stubborn ole me--but she cured me--by returning my clean socks and T-shirts to me--still inside out, the way I had taken them off!!!)

IV. “Who cares how she feels--I’ll do it my way!”--is hardly the way of love, is it?
IV. When you’ve been loved greatly, you seek to return that love in ways that will make the loved one happy.
IV. “If you love Me, keep my commandments.”
IV. Obedience is always the hallmark of genuine love.

IV. And so it is with God’s great Ten Commandments.

IV. Do you think the great and eternal Law Giver will in the end simply dismiss His own law–“Forget it, forget it, no big deal, do what you want, do as you please, it doesn’t matter to Me how you live!”
IV. Are you kidding!  There isn’t a parent, a wife, a husband, a lover, a friend alive who would respond that way!

IV. How then could anyone suggest that God would treat His Own Law as inconsequential and allow His children to live any old way they please?
IV. Especially since we now know that All TEN of the Ten Commandments were given to us by God to protect and preserve our friendship relationship with Him and our relationships with each other.
IV. In the judgment you will never hear God exclaim, “Oh, well, relationships don’t matter any more!”
IV. IF GOD’S TEN COMMANDMENTS ARE HIS ETERNAL TRUTH,  then not one of us in the judgment will be able to plead for an exemption, now will we?
IV. And so the infallible Word of God declares to us: #1, there is a judgment being convened by God for the entire human race; and #2, the evidence presented in that courtroom for each of us will be the incontrovertible records of our own lives, our words and our works; and #3, the great standard by which we will all be judged is God’s eternal Law.

V. But now with all candor I must tell you that what adds a note of great urgency to what you and I have just shared together is the reality that this judgement in the courtroom above HAS ALREADY COMMENCED--i.e., WE ARE IN THIS GREAT AND FINAL JUDGMENT HOUR NOW, even as you and I are sitting here!
V. My friend, I must repeat myself: We are in the judgment--it is taking place and going on RIGHT NOW!

V. Illus: Read for yourself the amazing prophetic prediction of Revelation 14:14 (p 1183)!
V. What you have just read is a sweeping description of Jesus Christ’s final move to return to this planet.

V. But before He can return to earth that second time, there is an urgent message that goes forth to that endtime civilization–one final appeal from God to the human race before He brings closure to this long chapter of heartache and rebellion.

V. Vv. 6-12 describe through the symbolism and metaphor of 3 angels God’s final appeal to earth’s inhabitants.
V. But please take special note of the message that the first angel is portrayed as proclaiming to earth--vv. 6,7!
V. “FOR THE HOUR OF HIS JUDGMENT IS COME!”
V. Please note it carefully, my friends--just before the return of Jesus Christ to this planet, the hour of God’s judgment will come--which means that you and I, while we sit here this evening, are living simultaneously with God’s courtroom judgment above!

V. While we sit here--they are in judgment there!
V. BUT YOU SAY: Now wait a minute--there is no judgment until we die!

V. And it’s true--the moment a human being passes into the sleep of death, that life book and record is closed.
V. But I remind you that not everybody is going to die before Jesus Christ returns--there will be an entire civilization that is very much alive and well, as you and I are today.
V. THE JUDGMENT WILL HARDLY WAIT FOR US ALL TO DIE, SINCE THERE WILL BE A GENERATION ALIVE WHEN CHRIST RETURNS.

V. “YES, BUT, ISN’T GOD GOING TO DO A QUICK JUDGMENT after Christ comes back?”
V. No!

V. Look at the very last words Jesus speaks in Revelation--22:12        (p 1190).

V. How can He return with His rewards (i.e., the court’s final verdicts), if the judgment happens when He gets here.

V. The cases will have had to be decided BEFORE Jesus returns!

V. Which simply means that OUR CASES WILL HAVE TO BE BROUGHT TO THE JUDGMENT while our lives are going on here below!
V. Illus: God is not going to write it in the sky: “Dwight--YOUR CASE IS NOW COMING UP...GET YOUR ACT TOGETHER.”

V. It’ll simply happen without you or me knowing that it’s taking place.

V. Illus: Which is exactly what Jesus was trying to tell us when He compared this endtime generation with the last generation on earth before the devastating flood of Noah’s day.
V. Matthew 24:37-39 (p 961)

V. People were behaving as if they had forever to count on, little knowing that their lives were passing into the judgment even as they partied and drank and played their probation away!

V. TIME ENDED--THE DOOR CLOSED--AND THEY WERE LOST!

V. “Fear God and give glory to Him, for the hour of His judgment has come!”
V. That, ladies and gentlemen, is the announcement of tonight’s lecture.
V. And for the skeptic who challenges the possibility of the divine courtroom being in session even as we meet together, you must examine it for yourself, “The Spectacular Prophecy Nostradamus Missed”–a lecture coming up in just a few evenings–it’s the most fascinating and astounding prophecy recorded in Scripture.
V. A prophecy whose time calendar has already been dramatically confirmed.

V. A single prophecy that has made a believer out of some of the most renowned skeptics in the world.

V. A single prophecy whose searing revelation compellingly proves that we are living this very night in the judgment hour of God!

V. “For the hour of His judgment has come!”

V. “And the court is seated and the books are opened.”

VI. But I cannot conclude this evening without sharing with you the very best news possible regarding the judgment we are all in tonight: And that is that THE JUDGE IS ON OUR SIDE!
VI. Illus: Can you imagine what the O. J. Simpson trial would have been like if the star defense attorney, Johnnie Cochran, had also been the judge--or if the judge, Lance Ito, had also been OJ’s defense attorney.
VI. Let me tell you--IF THE JUDGE WERE ALSO YOUR DEFENSE ATTORNEY, you would never, you COULD never lose a case!!!
VI. I repeat: If the judge were also your defense attorney, it would be impossible for him to ever lose your case!
VI. But that is precisely the very good news about God’s judgment!
VI. Let me leave 2 verses with you in closing.
VI. Who is your defense attorney?

VI. Take a look at I John 2:1,2! (p 1168)

VI. For everybody who wants Him, Jesus Christ stands in the courtroom above as the supreme Defense Attorney!

VI. Let Lucifer rant and rave about our daily weaknesses and our many sins--the nail-scarred hands of our Defender and Advocate are an eloquent argument that God has fully paid the price of our acquittal!
VI. But as if that weren’t enough--take a look at who the Judge is!
VI. John 5:22 (p 1030).
VI. There it is, ladies and gentlemen--I rest my case--because our Defender is also our Judge!
VI. AND WHEN YOUR DEFENDER IS ALSO YOUR JUDGE, IT IS IMPOSSIBLE TO LOSE YOUR CASE!
VI. IF..... HE HAS YOUR CASE.
VI. THE QUESTION TONIGHT IS: DOES HE HAVE YOUR CASE? HAVE YOU TURNED YOUR CASE OVER TO HIM?
VI. My friend, you can’t defend yourself--they’ll throw the Book at you.
VI. So why not invite the One who wrote the Book and Who gave the Law and Who paid the penalty and Who sacrificed His life and Who poured His love--why not invite Him to be your Defender and your Judge?
VI. Put your case in His nail-scarred hands, and--hands down--you win!
VI. NOT GUILTY-----MY FRIEND.
VII. Illus: A year ago I read Stephen Schwaumbach’s award-winning essay, entitled, “OJ’s Last Trial”--and I wish to conclude with the essay’s final words:

“So, did O.J. kill Nicole and Ron?  I don’t know.  And the truth is, unless you were at 875 South Bundy on June 12,1994, you don’t know either.  Neither does the jury....Neither does the prosecution.  Quite possibly, neither does the defense--nor the family of Ronald Goldman, the family of Nicole Brown, nor the family of O. J. Simpson.

But is O.J. himself the only one who truly knows?  No.  At least One other knows whether or not O.J. is guilty of murder.  God knows.

Ultimately that is why we can afford to give O.J. the benefit of the doubt.  Because one day, O.J. is going to stand before the One who knows.  

On that day, God may look at O.J. and say, ‘You’re a murderer.  The [first] jury didn’t pronounce [the right] sentence, but I will.”

Or, God may say, ‘The [first] jury was right to find you not guilty of killing Ron and Nicole.  But now that you’re here, I want to share with you how I feel about wife-beating.’

Then there’s a third possibility.  God may look O.J. straight in the eye and say, ‘You sincerely and utterly repented of your sins on earth, didn’t you?  And while there, you put all your hope and trust in My son Jesus, who took upon Himself your guilt and died in your place.  Orenthal James Simpson, because of the blood of Jesus Christ that paid in full every one of your sins, you are My child.  And all My children get to live with Me forever, throughout eternity.  All of heaven is yours, My son!’

[Schwambach concludes] If that’s what happens to O.J. Simpson, it won’t be fair.  It won’t be just.  But it will be grace.  God’s grace.  The grace of the One who declares, ‘Mercy triumphs over judgment [James 2:13]!’  That’s O.J.’s only hope.”  (Signs July, 1997)

VII. My friends, that is OUR only hope, too.
VII. Because with Jesus as our Defender and our Judge, the verdict is always.... NOT GUILTY.....MY FRIEND.
VII. That’s how much of a friend God really is!

Tomorrow evening–the incredible truth about turning the courtroom tables–when God is on the stand–and we become the judge and the jury!

